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» Forty-seven percent of older adults (65+
years) in California are struggling to make
ends meet.

» Official poverty measure identifies only 8% of
these 1.76 million seniors in need.

» With fixed incomes and ever-increasing
costs, the others often fall through the cracks
of our public support systems, unable to
quality for many programs.

Elder index vs Common Income Sources for Seniors:
Where Income Falls Short .
(Ventura County, 2009, One-Person Household)
e — - 8 A E_ L

Elder Index
524,027

& ELDER INDEX {renter):
county-specific measure
of minimum Income
necessary to cover all of
a senlor's basic needs

&4 SOCIAL SECURITY
{median payment):
national pension
program far workers who
have pald imto the system

Social Security
512,100

H SUPPLEMENTAL
SECURITY INCOME
{maximum payment):
cash assistance program
for l[ow-income seniors
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It's not just "poor" elders who are

struggling in Ventura County:

seniors are
Ventura County Adults Aged 65+ Below Elder Index But H
Above Federal Poverty Line (FPL) Struggllng to
make ends meet
in Ventura
County.
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Eligibility gap
refers to elders
who can't

" make ends meet,
but don't qualify
for supports

In contrast,
according to the
Federal Poverty
- Line (FPL), only
0% - e ' 4% (3,000) of
BelowFederal Poverty Line (FPL) BelowElder Index Ventura Cou nty

Source: U.S Census Bureau's 20068 ACS data, compiled by the
UCLA Center for Health Policy Research elders are

considered “poor,
with annual
individual incomes
below $10,210.

Challenges

» 28,000 or 35% of seniors fall into the “eligibility gap,”
with.incomes above the FPL but below the Elder Index.

» 1 out of every 2 elder women living alone in Ventura
County are struggling t6°fake ends meet.

» Nearly 8 out of 10 Latino elders in Ventura. C@uﬂtv
have incomes below the Elder Index. ;

» Over 6 out of 10 elder rentersliving alone in Ventura
County are trying to survive on incomes below the Elder
“Index.

» More seniors have to work longer;

: eﬁior Cltlzen Work
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County of Ventura Strategic Plan

» FOcus AREA #4 - COMMUNITY WELL BEING
Strategic Goal #4 - Ensure that individuals and
families are provided timely and efficient
assistance to meet/sustain basic needs, and
transition quickly into pathways of productivity and
self-sufficiency. Older adults in Ventura County will
have access to the resources and services that
will enable them to maintain their health, safety,
dignity and quality of life.
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» b|gc;!ge =§ ‘en;Senler Nutntion Home delivered_

K.Health Behavioral"Health HCA‘AAA) -

) |g91!ve lncrease access to lnformatlmm resources

. and services, lncludmg home meals, health services,
senior transﬁortatmn options,, and in-home care -
‘.:».conmstent with the growmg senler papulatian ( )

i

VCAAA Strategic P' 30

Goél 1

Older adults in Ventura Coi
to the resources and ser
them to maintain their h
and quallty of life.

This will be accomplls ed by pro
effective programs a
health, shelter and__ bili
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Goal #4

VCAAA will identify a
and changing needs o
well as baby boomel

This will be accomp‘li;sr' e
identifying the needs
well as the changin ( rging
seniors, and will develop and SXP:
to help meet their needs.

» Addressing the growing food insecurity issue —
Garden, talks in the community and nutrition
counseling, food drive, pet food drlve holiday

- meal deliveries

» Disaster Kit Project (personallzed response plan

| and registration for VOIH tary disaster database)

r Creatmg and expa :,dfhg transp@rtatto rogram in

13



4/23/2012

14



